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Introduction

Most people have a story or something 
special in their lives that links them to  
their past.

Our stories are important. They are part of who we  
are and where we come from. Sharing stories keeps  
us connected to our past. In this book, you will meet 
some people who will share their story about the past  
with you.

Stories can be told in different ways. Some stories  
are shared through oral storytelling, shared between 
family members and passed down from one 
generation to the next. Other stories are told through 
important objects, such as photos, letters, jewellery  
or even a car! Some of the people in this book have  
a special object that links them to their past.

Trish’s wedding dress links her  
to her past.
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Meet Kathy

Kathy has seven special friends. Her  
friends are always cooperative and happy, 
except for Grumpy!

Kathy’s dwarfs are about 70 years old. They  
belonged to Kathy’s mother when she was a young  
girl in England. 

When Kathy’s mum migrated to Australia, she had  
a difficult decision to make: she could only bring a few 
of her favourite things with her. She chose to bring  
the Seven Dwarfs.

Kathy imagines her mother 
playing with the dwarfs during 
World War II.
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As a child, Kathy loved playing with the dwarfs when 
she visited her nanna and grandaddy. Kathy remembers 
how special it was to be allowed to play with the 
precious toys after a glass of her nanna’s home-made 
cordial. 

Kathy loves this special photo of herself as a child 
looking at the Seven Dwarfs. It was taken by her father, 
who is a photographer.

Meet John

Imagine being surrounded by treasures 
thousands of years old. John collects and 
preserves rare treasures from all over  
the world.

John was only four years old when he began his 
collection. As he had no toys, the things he found  
were very precious.
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Did this pot belong 
to a fisherman?

By the time he was ten years old, John was sneaking 
over his back fence to the local tip to hunt for more 
treasures. John found a beautiful carpet runner and  
sold it for 11 shillings. This sale was the beginning  
of a lifelong passion for collecting antiques and  
rare objects.

One of John’s favourite pieces is a 5000-year-old pot 
that was discovered in a tomb from the Indus Valley.  
The Indus Civilisation existed at the same time as the  
Ancient Egyptians.
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