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Discovering History is a comprehensive, three-level 
teacher resource that assists with the implementation, 
lesson planning and on-going teaching of  the Australian 
Curriculum: History.

Discovering History provides you with clear methodology, 
pedagogy and professional development that will inspire 
creative and engaging history lessons.

How do you get the most out 
of history lessons?
With the Discovering History Teacher Resource Books, 
you can begin teaching history in the primary classroom 
with complete confidence. 

Student Topic Books are the best way to get the most out 
of  your students by encouraging independent study which 
will allow for a deeper understanding of  the topics; the 
Student Topic Books will work wonders!

Discovering History 
About the series

www.pearson.com.au/primary/discoveringhistory
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How do you ensure you’re teaching to the Australian  
Curriculum: History?
All you need to start teaching lessons fully aligned to the 
Australian Curriculum is the Discovering History Teacher 
Resource Books for Lower (F-2), Middle (3-4) and Upper 
Primary (5-6).

Teacher Resource Books contain: 
•  content to engage your class including: lesson plans,   

topics of  discussion, activities and more.
•  a pack of  laminated Topic Starter cards that complement 

topics and are designed to illicit discussion and add some 
interesting visuals to your lessons.

•  online content which includes Topic Starter cards for 
IWB’s, and activities for students.

Teacher Resource Packs contain:
•  All the same resources as the Teacher Resource Book 

including laminated topic starter picture cards and  
online content. 

•  Plus - One of  each of  the Student Topic Books.

Discovering History 
Teacher Resource Books

www.pearson.com.au/primary/discoveringhistory

http://www.pearson.com.au/products/Primary/_/N-1z12tjcZ1z12t4hZ1z13jsm/?_ps=1205


Sample pages are available online for each Teachers Resource Book

Developed and written by leading experts in the field, 
Jennifer Lawless and Kate Cameron, Discovering History 
provides you with clear pedagogy, linked with teaching and 
learning activities, that will inspire you to develop creative 
lessons to engage your students.

Key Features & Benefits
• Provides pedagogy for teaching history
• A set of  laminated picture/activity cards for  

hands-on-use as topic starters for group discussion
• Includes methodology for teaching historical 

investigations
• Provides ample avenues for combining history  

and literacy
• Contains Australian Curriculum links
• Blackline Masters
• Australian Curriculum summaries
• Learning activities
• Historical overviews
• Access to online content

Picture pack 5:  
Toys over time

Lower Primary

Picture pack 3: 
Aboriginal calendars

Middle Primary

Hunt wonga pigeon. 

Gather eggs of the 
black duck and 
long-necked tortoise. 

Gather fruit of the black apple. 

Very hot weather.

Gather fruit, nuts 
and seeds.

Lilly pilly fruit ripens.

Hunt kangaroos and 
smaller animals. 

Make possum skin 
cloaks ready for 
cold weather. 

Move camp to the coast where there is 
more food. Eating shellfish is forbidden. 

Build shelters.

The waratah flowers. 

Fish and eel are 
abundant. Coastal 
groups fish for 
sea mullet. 

Warm, wet weather. Do not 
camp too close to rivers. 
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Gather stalks from the 
dianella plant to make string 
and woven mats and baskets. 

Gather mutton bird 
eggs. Hunt mutton birds. 

Eating meat is forbidden.

Picture pack 4: Australia 
becomes a nation

Upper Primary

Historical  
concepts

Provide sequencing 
activities
Provide objects, images or brief descriptions of 
events for students to sequence in chronological 
order. Sequencing activities include:
• creating a simple timeline—for example, of the 

school day or their own life
• identifying pictures or objects as belonging to 

‘now’ or ‘then’
• sequencing images that show change over 

time—for example, changes in technology 
related to household appliances, methods of 
transport or communication

• producing an annotated and illustrated 
timeline of a historical period, topic or theme.

Always ask students to justify their sequencing.

Make comparisons
Develop activities that require students to make 
comparisons—for example, ‘then’ and ‘now’, or 
‘before’ and ‘after’ a particular event. Provide a 
variety of source material for students to make 
their comparisons, such as paintings, toys, 
photographs, maps and written sources.

When studying the local area with a Year 2 class, 
for example, provide the class with three or four 
maps of the area, each from a different date 
(around fifty years apart). In groups, students:
• discuss the features of each map, such as 

street names, local monuments and landmarks
• place the maps in chronological sequence, 

justifying their choice
• explain how the area has changed over time.

Use visual aids
Use illustrated timelines, diagrams and maps 
wherever possible. Remember that ‘the walls 
teach’, so display relevant images on the 
classroom walls throughout the topic. These 
could be grouped into topics such as ‘A long 
time ago’ or ‘In the past’, and ‘Today’ or ‘In the 
present’. Overview timelines that use pictures 
rather than dates are particularly useful. These 
become handy reference points for students and 
help them to locate their topic within the broader 
historical period.

Quite abstract concepts can be understood 
if they are represented in a concrete way. For 
example, an easy and effective way to show the 
length of Aboriginal presence in Australia is to 
have the class create a paper chain of 200 links, 
each representing 250 years. Make 200 links 
in black (or red, yellow and black) to represent 
50,000 years of Aboriginal occupation. Add 
one blue link to represent European presence. 
This is a powerful way to compare the span of 
Aboriginal and European history in Australia.

Visit a museum
A visit to a museum can clearly illustrate how life 
was different in the past. Local museums can  
be particularly valuable because they feature 
changes and continuities in the local community. 
Specialist museums or exhibitions present 
changes in particular areas, such as toys, work, 
leisure and transport. Where it is not possible  
to visit a museum, collections can be accessed 
via museum websites or video-conferencing  
can be arranged.Continuity and 

change

It is common for students to see the past as a lot 
of disconnected events separated by periods of 
time when nothing much happened. Investigating 
continuity and change over time can provide 
students with some awareness of the connected-
ness of topics and their place within the broader 
context of history.

Teachers and students need to know the 
chronology (the sequence in which things 
happened) in order to understand continuity and 
change. Providing a brief chronological overview 
of the relevant historical period before embarking 
on a more focused study of a topic will help 
students see where their topic ‘fits’. They will gain 
some understanding of what came before and 
after their topic and when it happened, and will be 
in a better position to think about continuity and 
change over time.

The following are suggestions for developing 
activities to investigate chronology, continuity  
and change.

Make it personal

Connect the concepts of continuity and change 
with students’ own lives. It is difficult for students 
to imagine the past, so a good first step is to 
investigate change in something that is familiar to 
them. Students can ask older relatives or friends 
about their experiences from the past. Familiar 
topics include their childhood, the clothes they 
wore, the toys they played with and what their 
school days were like. Students then compare 
this information with their own experiences. 
Teacher-led discussion would highlight 
similarities and differences, another way of 
expressing continuity and change.

Take advantage of the fact that students like to 
learn about other children in the past. When 
investigating daily life in the past, don’t just focus 
on the adults. Make sure some activities require 
an investigation of the lives of children of the 
past, leading to a comparison with the lives of 
the students in your class. They can then identify 
similarities and differences between the two.
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Discovering History 
Teacher Resource Books

www.pearson.com.au/primary/discoveringhistory



Between  
the Wars

Australia in the 20th and 21st Centuries
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The Student Topics Books are supplementary resources 
that allow students to extend their knowledge of  the 
subject matter through independent research.

Student Topic books are aligned with the topics in the 
Lower, Middle and Upper Teachers Resources Books.

Discovering History 
Student Topic Books

www.pearson.com.au/primary/discoveringhistory

Our Community

Caring 
for the 

Community

Family and 
Friends

Our Community Our Community

People 
in the 

Community

Our Community

Living 
in the 

Community

Objects and Stories

Links to 
the Past 1

Links to 
the Past 2

Objects and Stories

Links to 
the Past 4

Objects and Stories

Links to 
the Past 3

Objects and Stories

A to Z of Heritage in Australia

A to C
A to Z of Heritage in Australia

D to L
A to Z of Heritage in Australia

S to Z
A to Z of Heritage in Australia

M to R



Colonial Australia

New South 
Wales

Our Special Days

January  
to March

Our Community

Living 
in the 

Community
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Discovering History  
Student Topic Books 
Discover history with these Australian Curriculum: History 
topic books. This broad range of  non-fiction student 
books are aligned with the topics covered in the Australian 
Curriculum: History. They provide an excellent tool for 
students to conduct independent research while promoting 
and developing their literacy skills.

Key Features & Benefits

• Clear and concise text
• Contemporary and historic photographs
• Fact boxes covering important topics
• Timelines for key events
• Glossaries explaining new words and phrases

www.pearson.com.au/primary/discoveringhistory

http://www.pearson.com.au/products/Primary/_/N-1z12tj4Z1z12t4hZ1z13jsm/?_ps=1205
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OUR COMMUniTy  
Looks at co mmunities today and how 
they are like the past and unlike the past. 

Introduces students to an examination 
of  how much life has changed.

OBjeCTs AnD sTORies 
A range of  people share their tales, using 
a special object to link the past with the 
present.

A TO Z Of HeRiTAge in AUsTRALiA 
Each letter from A-Z stands for a 
heritage item or site: From ancient art 
and natural wonders, to modern day 
landmarks like the Sydney Opera House.

www.pearson.com.au/primary/discoveringhistory

Our Community

People 
in the 

Community

Our Community

Living 
in the 

Community

Family and 
Friends

Our Community
Our Community

Caring 
for the 

Community

Links to 
the Past 4

Objects and Stories

Links to 
the Past 3

Objects and Stories

Links to 
the Past 2

Objects and Stories
Objects and Stories

Links to 
the Past 1

A to Z of Heritage in Australia

S to Z
A to Z of Heritage in Australia

M to R
A to Z of Heritage in Australia

D to L
A to Z of Heritage in Australia

A to C

Discovering History 
Lower Primary
student Topic Books by series

For information about a series,  
click the relevant image

http://www.pearson.com.au/products/_/N-1z12t4hZ1z13jsm/?sq=%22our%20community%22&_ps=1205
http://www.pearson.com.au/products/_/N-1z12t4hZ1z13jsm/?sq=%22objects%20and%20stories%22&_ps=1205
http://www.pearson.com.au/products/_/N-1z12t4hZ1z13jsm/?sq=a%20to%20z&_ps=1205
http://www.pearson.com.au/9781442549500


Back to 
contents 7www.pearson.com.au/primary/discoveringhistory

fiRsT fLeeT  
The story of  life in England in the 18th 
Century and the voyage to Australia in 
1787, as well as the first few weeks in 
New South Wales.

OUR sPeCiAL DAys
Breaks down the calendar year in 
four books, looking at celebrations, 
commemorations and other special days 
that are marked by Australians.

fiRsT PeOPLes
Starting with the history of  the land 
itself, this series covers the arrival and 
lifestyles of  the ancestors of  today’s 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
people some 75,000 years ago. 

First Fleet

Life in the 
Colony

The 
Voyage

First FleetLife in 18th

Century
England

First FleetFirst Fleet

First 
Fleeters

Our Special Days

October to 
December

Our Special Days

July to 
September

Our Special Days

April to 
June

Our Special Days

January  
to March

First Peoples

Later 
Contact

First Peoples

Early 
Contact

First Peoples

Arrival and 
Lifestyle

First Peoples

Ancient 
Australia

Discovering History 
Middle Primary
student Topic Books by series

For information about a series,  
click the relevant image

http://www.pearson.com.au/products/_/N-1z12t4hZ1z13jsm/?sq=%22first%20fleet%22&_ps=1205
http://www.pearson.com.au/products/_/N-1z12t4hZ1z13jsm/?&sq=%22our%20special%22&_ps=1205
http://www.pearson.com.au/products/_/N-1z12t4hZ1z13jsm/?sq=%22first%20peoples%22&_ps=1205
http://www.pearson.com.au/9781442549517
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The New 
Century

Australia in the 20th and 21st CenturiesHawke to 
the New 
Century

Australia in the 20th and 21st Centuries

Australia 
Enters the  
Big World

Australia in the 20th and 21st Centuries

The Threat of 
Communism

Australia in the 20th and 21st Centuries

World War II
Australia in the 20th and 21st CenturiesBetween  

the Wars

Australia in the 20th and 21st Centuries

World War I
Australia in the 20th and 21st CenturiesFederation 

to War

Australia in the 20th and 21st Centuries

Democracy

Government 
in Australia

Democracy

CitizenshipCitizenship

Democracy

Democracy 
in Australia

Democracy

History of 
Democracy

www.pearson.com.au/primary/discoveringhistory

DeMOCRACy
The series looks at the role of  the 
citizen in a democracy and explores the 
connections between citizens and their 
government.

AUsTRALiA in THe 20TH AnD 21sT 
CenTURies
The series takes a detailed look at the 
process of  federation, the World Wars, 
Australia’s growing role in global politics, 
the rise of  multiculturalism and recent 
political events.

MigRATiOn TO AUsTRALiA
Explores the migration to the Australian 
continent, from the first settlement, 
thousands of  years ago, to subsequent 
arrivals and the colonisation of  the 
18th Century.

COLOniAL AUsTRALiA
Each book documents the history and 
developments of  the settlements in  
 New South Wales, Victoria, Tasmania, 
South Australia, Queensland and 
Western Australia.

Colonial Australia

Western 
Australia
Western 
Australia

Colonial Australia

Queensland

Colonial Australia

South 
Australia

Colonial Australia

Tasmania
Colonial Australia

Victoria

Colonial Australia

New South 
Wales

Migration to Australia

21st Century
Migration to Australia

20th Century
Migration to Australia

19th Century
Migration to Australia

18th Century

Discovering History 
Upper Primary
student Topic Books by series

For information about a series,  
click the relevant image

http://www.pearson.com.au/products/_/N-1z12t4hZ1z13jsm/?sq=%22democracy%22&_ps=1205
http://www.pearson.com.au/products/_/N-1z12t4hZ1z13jsm/?sq=%22australia%20in%20the%2020th%22&_ps=1205
http://www.pearson.com.au/products/_/N-1z12t4hZ1z13jsm/?sq=%22migration%20to%20australia%22&_ps=1205
http://www.pearson.com.au/products/_/N-1z12t4hZ1z13jsm/?sq=%22colonial%20australia%22&_ps=1205
http://www.pearson.com.au/9781442549524


World War II
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First Peoples

Early 
Contact

Migration to Australia

20th Century

Our Special Days

April to 
June

The 
Voyage

First FleetLinks to 
the Past 3

Objects and Stories
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