
FIRST AUSTRALIANS:

First Australians: Plenty Stories predominantly correlates to the Content Descriptions for Australian National Curriculum History but can 
be used for some Language, Literature and Literacy areas of  Australian National Curriculum English for Years 3 and 4. The books are 
divided into Our Places, Our Cultures and Our Voices, and cover some key areas which are listed below. 

Year 3 Level Description

The range of literary texts for Foundation to Year 10 comprises Australian literature, including the oral narrative traditions of 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples, as well as the contemporary literature of these two cultural groups…

Year 3 Content Descriptions

Language Literature Literacy

Language variation and change

Understand that languages have 
different written and visual 
communication systems, different 
oral traditions and different ways of  
constructing meaning

Literature and context

Discuss texts in which characters, 
events and settings are portrayed in 
different ways, and speculate on the 
authors’ reasons

Texts in context

Identify the point of  view in a text and suggest 
alternative points of  view

Language for interaction

Examine how evaluative language can 
be varied to be more or less forceful

Responding to literature

Draw connections between personal 
experiences and the worlds of  texts, 
and share responses with others 

Interpreting, analysing, evaluating

Identify the audience and purpose of  
imaginative, informative and persuasive texts

Read an increasing range of  different types 
of  texts by combining contextual, semantic, 
grammatical and phonic knowledge, using text 
processing strategies, for example monitoring, 
predicting, confirming, rereading, reading on and 
self-correcting

Use comprehension strategies to build literal 
and inferred meaning and begin to evaluate texts 
by drawing on a growing knowledge of  context, 
text structures and language features

Text structure and organisation

Understand how different types of  
texts vary in use of  language choices, 
depending on their function and 
purpose, for example tense, mood, 
and types of  sentences

Examining literature

Discuss how language is used to 
describe the settings in texts, and 
explore how the settings shape the 
events and influence the mood of  the 
narrative

Discuss the nature and effects of  
some language devices used to 
enhance meaning and shape the 
reader’s reaction, including rhythm and 
onomatopoeia in poetry and prose

Australian Curriculum Links to English



FIRST AUSTRALIANS:

Year 4 Level Description

Students engage with a variety of texts for enjoyment. They listen to, read, view and interpret spoken, written and multi-modal 
texts in which the primary purpose is aesthetic, as well as texts designed to inform and persuade. These encompass traditional 
oral texts including Aboriginal stories…

Year 4 Content Descriptions

Language Literature Literacy

Language variation and change

Understand that Standard Australian 
English is one of  many social dialects 
used in Australia, and that while it 
originated in England it has been 
influenced by many other languages

Examining literature

Discuss how authors and illustrators 
make stories exciting, moving and 
absorbing and hold readers’ interest by 
using various techniques, for example 
character development and plot 
tension 

Interpreting, analysing, evaluating

Identify characteristic features used in 
imaginative, informative and persuasive texts to 
meet the purpose of  the text 

Read different types of  texts by combining 
contextual, semantic, grammatical and phonic 
knowledge using text processing strategies for 
example monitoring meaning, cross checking 
and reviewing

Use comprehension strategies to build literal 
and inferred meaning to expand content 
knowledge, integrating and linking ideas and 
analysing and evaluating texts

Language for interaction

Understand differences between the 
language of  opinion and feeling, and 
the language of  factual reporting or 
recording

Text structure and organisation

Understand how texts vary in 
complexity and technicality depending 
on the approach to the topic, the 
purpose and the intended audience

Recognise how quotation marks are 
used in texts to signal dialogue, titles 
and reported speech

Expressing and developing ideas

Investigate how quoted (direct) and 
reported (indirect) speech work in 
different types of  text

Incorporate new vocabulary from a 
range of  sources into students’ own 
texts including vocabulary encountered 
in research
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