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Demographics 

› Catholic school in Grovedale, Geelong, Victoria

› Years F–6

› Approx 283 students

› 13 classes

Background

At Nazareth Primary School we initially chose to  
implement LLI to provide ongoing assessment and progress 
monitoring for discontinued or referred Reading Recovery  
students, and other students identified as “at risk” with  
Reading and Writing. We wanted a research based intervention 
to support small groups of children with literacy challenges who 
were not performing at grade level. We decided to trial the  
LLI Blue System, targeting a particular Grade 3 co-hort, 
where 13% were identified as needing extra literacy support 
alongside their regular classroom literacy instruction.

With intensive teaching, appropriate resources and on-going 
monitoring our goal is to ensure all students at Nazareth 
Primary School develop the capabilities to lead literate lives.

We were drawn to LLI as we saw the advantages of having 
both Reading Recovery (first wave of intervention) and the LLI 
series of lessons, to serve more low achieving children in our 
school and provide further monitoring for students coming off 
Reading Recovery. The two programs complement each other 
as they are both built on Marie Clay’s complex theory of the 
reading and writing process.

LLI includes:

•	 High quality and engaging fiction and non-fiction  
levelled texts.

•	 Focus on reading to support comprehension strategies.

•	 Focus on deep comprehension through discussion to 
enhance oral language. (Area of need for our students, 
identified through NAPLAN results.)

•	 Word work / phonic work / vocabulary work.

•	 Fast paced, highly structured and systematic lessons.

•	 Focus on fluency in reading and writing.

•	 Writing about reading using a variety of writing strategies.

•	 Ability to assess and monitor student’s progress.
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Implementation

In 2014, we trained two Reading Recovery teachers to use  
LLI. We ran four LLI withdrawal groups for selected 
children in Grades 2-4 who were not meeting grade level 
expectations in English. In total fourteen low literacy students 
benefited from LLI over two terms.

Ten of the students who took part in the small group   
withdrawal program in 2014 were identified with special 
learning needs. With this in mind, we devised groups of two 
or three students from a variety of class levels. The LLI 
intervention was supplementary to the regular literacy 
instruction the children received from their classroom teacher. 
Our aim was to provide intensive literacy instruction; to  
promote accelerated learning so students had the skill and  
confidence to work alongside their peers in the classroom 
setting. 

LLI promotes a home connection through informative letters 
which provide ways for parents to best support their children. 
We therefore encouraged children to take LLI books home 
to read aloud daily to parents, along with simple homework 
tasks to support spelling and writing.

Results

In 2014, LLI supported significant student achievement  
at  Nazareth Primary School with all students  
participating in daily lessons experiencing accelerated progress 
for all children.

Across the three grade levels, students participating in LLI 
achieved a growth of between three to seven benchmark levels. 
These children received between 7-20 weeks of instruction, 
with an average of 39 lessons over the two terms.

The majority of the students who participated in LLI began 
to change their attitude toward literacy as their confidence 
and skills developed. Teachers and parents reported how the 
children were engaged and enjoying reading. Teachers saw an 
increase in student achievement and willingness to participate 
in class. What surprised us was not only how far the children 
had progressed with their reading and writing, but also how 
their ability to converse about the text at a deeper level shifted.

LLI RESULTS – 2014
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Results (continued)

The LLI teachers also saw their own teaching transform 
through the comprehension questioning section. The LLI 
comprehension framework, The Systems of Strategic Actions, 
influenced teaching techniques by scaffolding deeper levelled 
questioning. This supported students in delving deeper into 
texts and thinking beyond the literal, thus providing teachers 
with a greater proficiency of teaching comprehension.

The LLI System has been an extremely successful part  
of the Nazareth Primary School literacy support.  
Alongside Reading Recovery, it continues to provide a  
framework of support for those students from Grades 2-4.  
As a result of its success and the high quality engaging texts, 
further LLI Systems will be purchased to extend the  
provision for students in Grades 5-6.

The Professional Development that has come out of  
Reading Recovery and LLI for our school staff has been 
immeasurable. It has provided ongoing development of teaching 
readers and writers. The LLI texts captivate and engage  
students with high-interest, well written texts in a variety of  
fiction and non-fiction genres. As a result we aim to use these 
resources in our classroom literacy instruction and embed the 
LLI reading framework into our daily Guided Reading timeslots.

I am so pleased to see a program  
that supports students in the middle years. It is  
structured and scaffolds their reading so well. With 
LLI and good classroom teaching these students 

have been given the best opportunities.  

Julie, Grade 3/4 Teacher

I think the program is FANTASTIC!  
It gives students that are having trouble with basic 
reading and writing the skills to learn at their own 
pace and away from the classroom. I have found  
my child’s reading has improved and looking at his 
writing journal he is writing that little bit extra.  
I believe the program should be offered  

permanently.   

Parent of  a student using LLI

Student Perspectives

I used to read books and not remember 
what I read, but now I can read books and talk about 
what I have read. I also like to write about the books 
that we have read. Definitely my reading is better 
and I love the friendship I have with the people in 
my group. I get to learn more about reading and 

now I am really fluent with my reading.  
Grade 2 Student

When I first came I could barely read but  
when I finished I can now read big chapter books 
and remember what I read. My handwriting is so 

much better now too.   
Grade 3 Student

I get to read every day and now I like to 
read and write. I am awesome at reading and putting 

words and sounds together and re-reading.   
Grade 3 Student

✦

✦

✦

Innovation: Nazareth Primary School has purchased coloured book boxes 
from an office supply store to sort their books for easy access.
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Principal's Report

Our vision at Nazareth Primary School is that all students have the right to pursue a curriculum 
that responds to their individual needs. I was concerned about a particular group of students that were  
identified as needing extra literary support. I saw the small group intervention as a means to support their 
individual needs. On consultation with Literacy Leaders we invested in the LLI Blue System. We also saw  
the LLI as an opportunity to participate in professional development to ensure Nazareth Primary School 
curriculum is at the leading edge of education. The advantages that our school saw with the program in 2014 
resulted in acquiring several additional LLI Systems. With these additional resources and staff professional 
development we have extended the LLI reading framework into our classroom Guided Reading. We also 

continue to provide the LLI as a withdrawal group for our most at risk readers and writers.  

Paul Cahir, Principal of  Nazareth Primary School

SEE LLI IN ACTION AT NAZARETH PRIMARY SCHOOL

Nazareth Primary School have kindly opened their doors 
and invited educators to visit them to see how they use LLI  
first hand. To register your interest for their demonstrations, 
please visit www.pearson.com.au/primary/LLI-workshop

www.pearson.com.au/primary/LLI
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