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Bug Club Phonic Readers can be used 
alongside any other existing phonics program 
to aid in the instruction, teaching and learning 
of phonics. They are deliberately constructed, 
phonically decodable texts that are both 
meaningful and worthy of comprehension.

There are 41 fiction and non-fiction phonic 
readers, for Early and Emergent readers, which are 
available on Bug Club Digital as well as in print. 

Emergent level Phonic Readers start 
by allowing children to learn and practise 
words made from single letter phonemes. 
This means that they can enjoy reading 
real stories and non-fiction texts at the 
earliest possible point in their learning. 

Early level Phonic Readers progress 
through consonant digraphs and trigraphs, 
as well as covering increasingly challenging 
words and sentence structures. 

Bug Club Phonic Readers are not designed to 
be finely levelled. They have been created for a 
different purpose – the explicit teaching of phonics. 

Detailed teaching notes can be found on the 
inside front and back covers of each individual 
title, and allow for easy implementation in  
the classroom.

Bug Club Phonic Fiction Readers offer 
more phonics learning opportunities within 
guided reader sessions. With colourful 
illustrations to engage Emergent and Early 
Readers, these broadband-levelled titles are ideal 
for practising and consolidating the phonics skills 
introduced by the Bug Club Phonic Readers.

Title: Sid Did It! Word Count: 17

BEFORE and duRing REading
1  Say the sounds

2  Blend the sounds

aFTER REading
Story comprehension
• Can the children retell the story in their 

own words?
• Why was Sam mad with Sid?
• Look back at page 8. What do the children 

think might happen next? 
• Do they think Sid was naughty in this story? 

What would they say to Sid about this?

Picture detective
Ask children to find the object  
in the picture that contains the:
/m/ sound (page 3 – mug)

FOLLOW uP
Speedy reading
Return to the words on the front inside cover 
(section 2) and check children can sound out and 
blend these words confidently. Ask them to practise 
blending them until they can read them quickly.

Segmenting for spelling
Practise this spelling routine using the words in 
section 2. 
• Say the word in a sentence, then on its own and 

ask the children to repeat it.
• Children say the sounds all through the word 

(segment) and either write a dash or hold up a 
finger for each sound.

• Children select magnetic letters or write down 
the grapheme for each sound, saying the sound 
quietly as they do so. 

• Model the spelling by saying each sound as you 
write the word for the children to see.

• Children give themselves a tick for each 
grapheme in the correct place.

Story comprehension 
Ask the children to read the title and the 
text on the back cover. What do they think 
Sid might have done? 

Vocabulary check
Point out that Sid and Sam are names of 
characters in the story. Do the children 
know what it means if we ‘nip in’ 
somewhere? Check the children understand 
that ‘mad’ can sometimes mean ‘angry’.

Reading the story
• Listen to the children reading the story. 

Ask them to say the sounds and blend 
them in order to read words they do not 
recognise immediately.

• On pages 2–3, make sure the children 
can identify which character is which.

• On pages 4–5, ask the children to read 
the text first and then to look at the 
picture. What does Sid ‘nip in’ and do? 
Can they predict what might happen 
next? Read on to see if they are right.

• On page 7, ensure the children 
understand why Sam is ‘mad’.

Remember to 
prompt and 

praise

a	 did	 in

it	 mad	 nips

pin	 Sam	 Sid

sits	 is

Blend?  
Say the sounds,  
then the word,  

e.g. m-a-d  mad!
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Before reading discussion 
to set the scene and get 
children interested

Questions develop 
understanding of the story. 

Deductive and inferential 
questions are included 
where appropriate. 

Fun activity with a phonic 
focus, great for practice 
and consolidating. 

This section encourages children 
to read the phonemes again to 
promote practice and fluency.

Words containing 
phonemes are shown,  
so children can blend the 
sounds prior to reading.

Introduces the 
phonemes for the book, 
and encourages children 
to say each sound

Inside Front Cover

Inside Back Cover
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Tips and hints provided.

Provides extra phonics support to 
allow students to consolidate and 
practise newly acquired phonics skills

Segmenting and Blending 
are reversible processes. 
Before reading, children 
can blend. 

After reading, they 
practise segmenting 
words they have been 
blending. 

Allows you to check 
children’s comprehension 
as they read

Phonic Readers

Phonic Fiction 
Readers


